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Abstract (summary)

Ambassador [Melvyn Levitsky], in a statement commenting on the Bulgarian charges, said the United States, in contacts with Bulgaria beginning in 1972,
had found "continuing difficulty in obtaining any meaningful information on narcotics trafficking and seizures in Bulgaria."

"When provided with information as to individuals suspected of operating in Bulgaria," the envoy said, "Bulgarian officials were recalcitrant and repeatedly
cited a lack of a formal legal exchange document."

Mr. [Todor Tsvetkov], the customs official, said the information provided by the United States consisted just of "telephone numbres and nicknames," not
evidence.
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Bulgaria and the United States exchanged accusations today over drug smuggling, with the Bulgarians charging that the Americans, for political reasons, had
halted talks aimed at cooperative control of narcotics and arms traffic.

The United States responded with a statement by Ambassador Melvyn Levitsky, saying that the Bulgarian Government had failed to move against known
foreign narcotics dealers residing in Bulgaria .

At a news conference in the modernistic Palace of Culture, Bulgaria also disclosed that it was preparing a trial in absentia against Mehmet Ali Agca, the Turk
who shot and wounded Pope John Paul IT in 1981, on charges of slandering Bulgarian nationals.

A Bulgarian airline official, Sergei Antonov, is awaiting trial in Rome on a charge of having plotted the assassination with Mr. Agca. Two other Bulgarians have
also been indicted, but left Italy earlier.

The news conference was devoted mainly to the narcotics issue, but the Bulgarians took the opportunity to make available publications in a number of
languages seeking to demonstrate Mr. Antonov's innocence.

On narcotics, the Bulgarians presented statistics on drug seizures at the borders with Turkey and Yugoslavia and on arrests of couriers.

Among the officials at the news conference were Todor Tsvetkov, a deputy director general of the Customs Service responsible for narcotics control, and Georgi
Pirinski, an American-born Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade.

They said that, despite Bulgarian interest in drug control, the Americans had broken off talks on cooperation for unspecified political reasons.

Mr. Pirinski denied United States charges that Kintex, a Bulgarian Government-operated arms trade concern, engaged in drug traffic.

In the American view, Bulgaria's seizures at the border are only part of the solution. The principal effort, in the view of the Americans, should be directed
against drug dealers and against the places where dealers, distributors and couriers meet to strike their bargains. United States and Western European

specialists believe Sofia is such a place.

Ambassador Levitsky, in a statement commenting on the Bulgarian charges, said the United States, in contacts with Bulgaria beginning in 1972, had found
"continuing difficulty in obtaining any meaningful information on narcotics trafficking and seizures in Bulgaria."

"When provided with information as to individuals suspected of operating in Bulgaria," the envoy said, "Bulgarian officials were recalcitrant and repeatedly
cited a lack of a formal legal exchange document."

Mr. Levitsky said the United States broke off negotiations in 1981 because of Bulgarian inaction against foreign nationals operating in Bulgaria.
Mr. Tsvetkov, the customs official, said the information provided by the United States consisted just of "telephone numbres and nicknames," not evidence.
"We are an open country and cannot harass foreigners," he said.
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